- EL^.aCROD  URBMT  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  - 


- ANMJi'iL  REPORT  - 


;k  : + : 3€:+:3€:+:K;  + ;3€:  + :3€:  + :3i:  + :3t:  + ;x:  + :3€:  + :s:  + 

• • 

+ 

• • 

+ 

+ 

• • 

• • 

+ 

• • 

it: 

• • 

+ 

• « 

• • 

+ 

• • 

+ 

• • 

it: 

+ 

* 

• » 

+ 

* 

+ 

+ 

• • 

+ 

• • 

X 

• • 

+ 

* 

«• 

+ 

• • 

X 

• • 

+ 

• • 

iC 

• • 

+ 

X 

• • 

+ 

; 3€; +:*:+:*:  + :«;  + :«: + :x: + :«:  + : 5£:  + :«::  + :?£;  + : 2€:  + ;k:- 


- I;DIDICAL  OEPICER  OP  HEALTH  - 


for  1953. 


• • 

it: 

• • 

+ 

X 

• • 

+ 

X 

• • 

+ 

• • 

X 

« • 

+ 

* 

• • 

+ 

• • 

It: 


+ 

X 

• • 

+ 

• • 

X 

• • 

+ 

» ' 


3€:+;x:  + :k:  + ;k:  + :h:  + ;5£:  + :k;  + ;k;  + :3£;  + 


1 


f 

f 


k 


:! 


1 


1 


;1 


To  the  ChaimiEin  & Members  of  the 

BL'ICKSOD  IIR3AJI  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Blackrod 
Urban  District  for  tlie  year  1933. 


GENSRAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population  (Preliminary  Census)  I95I  ,, 

Registrar  General’s  jUstimate  of  population  mid  1953 

No,  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  the  end  of  1953  V/, 

Rateable  Value  

SLjm  represented  by  a penny  rate 


2392.4 

3,151 

3,078 

1,020 

£13,496 

£50.  19.  Id. 


EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population  esthaated  at  raid  1953 


3,078. 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Live 

Births 

Legitimate  . 

60 

34 

26 

Illegitimate 

_2 

63 

36 

27 

Live 

birth-rate  per  1, 

000  est. 

pop, 

Crude  rate  20,5; 

adjuste 

d rate 

20.7 

Still 

Births 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Still  birth-rate  per  1,000  total  births  - 16. 


llatemal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  “births  ...  ...  Nil 
iTifaiit  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  16 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  "births 16, 

Total  Mcles  Females 

Deaths  (all  forras)  43  23  20 

Mortality  rates  per  1,000  est,  population  - 

Total  (all  forms)  Crude  rate  14»0 

Adjusted  rate  13«4 

Respiratory  T.B.  0,32 

Malignant  neoplasms  3.57 

Total  lia3.es  Females 

Deaths  of  Infaiits  undef 

1 year  of  age  (legitima.te)  1 - 1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 
weeks  of  age  (legitimate) 


1 


1 


CAUSES  OF  DEiTIi  DURIirT  1^55. 


Puliiionar^/-  TuborcvLlosis 
Ifon-piilrnonaiy  TT.ibcrc'ulosj.s 
iicJ-ignant  neoplaai  - stomach 


I! 

n 

ri 


- lung 

- hrer.st 

- uterus 


Other  I.Ialignant  neoplasms 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  Disease  angina 
Other  heart  disease 
Pneumonia 


JJroncl'iitis 


Other  defined  and  ill— defined  diseases 
Accident 


Males  Females 


1 

2 

1 


1 

5 

5 

2 

2 

1 


1 


1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

7 

2 

1 


23  20 

Jote:-  There  \7ere  3 transferable  deaths  \i,hicli  are  included  in 

the  above, 

niFECTIOuS  DISEASE. 


Tliere  were  97  cases  of  InfectioLis  diseases  notified  duri 
1953  compared  with  13  cases  during  the  pre-«7ious  year.  Measles 
accounted  for  59  cases,  and  Scarlet  Fever  for  I9'.  One  of  tl-^e 
Scarlet  Fever  cases  vra.s  sent  to  Hospital. 

There  ^ms  one  case  if  non-puJjnonary  TubercLilosis 
notified. 


CASES  OF  iriU!GGTIOriB  DISLASE  HOTIFISD 
DURII-JC  1953. 


GSTEEIAL  rRQVISION  OF  HUALTH  SIIEVICiiS  for  the  .AREA 
ll^ational  Assistanco  AcT,  1948) 

No  application  'v^^s  received. 

There  is  a practising  :.Iidvd.fe  in  the  district,  end  a 
nurse  fran  ''.Testhoughton  comes  into  Bladcrod  daily, 

HOSPITAL  ACCOlEiODATION 


For  Infectious  Diseases  - By  ejrrangemcnt  v.ith  the 
Divisional  lieeilth  Office  at  Lei^i,  cases  esf  Infectious  Diseases 
aj.c  sent  to  tiie  nearest  Hospital  (on  the  List)  that  can  accept 
accoinneda  t ion, 

moirrsATiON 

Tlie  irnnunisation  of  children  against  Diphtheria 
io  now  uni.Ler  ui.ui».en  hy  the  Divisional  Hedical  Officer  of 
and  the  children  from  the  Blackrod  District  receive  treatment 
at  V/esthoughton,  Special  trans|)ort  is  provided  pendino-  the 
provision  of  a clinic  in  Bladcrod, 

Public  Health  Staff 

The  Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  a part-time  Medical 
Officer  and  a Scuiitary  Inspector  who  is  also  Surveyor,  A visitin^r 
nurse  is  provided  by  the  County, 


AISUL'J'DE  PACILITrES 


-^loeilanco  l acidities  for  all  cases  are  controlled  by  the 
Divisional,  health  Office,  Leigh,  and  the  needs  for  tliis  district 
arc  iiiet  03'  the  Airibulance  Station  at  Korv/ich, 

MORTUARY- 

The  mortuary,  situated  at  tlie  cemetery/-  is  sufficient  for  the 
needs  of  the  district. 


SAKCTAPT  ADIvII]\T:STEATI0N_1^«^. 

Water  SuppI;^/. 

So'orce  of  s^jrpply:-  Cowell’s  ov/n  Y/ater  Undertalcing  situated 
in  the  B.on'^d.ch  [J.,D,  Area.  Gathering  Grounds:-  Moorland  in 
chara'T'tor.  Surface  ■'.mter  and  spring  water  collected  and  stored 
in  impounding  rcseiarpir. 

An  adequate  s\:pply  of  Vv^ater  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  year.  The  quantity  of  water  supplied  has  been  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year, 

2l\.  Bacteriological  samples  have  been  taken  and  submitted 
for  analysis.  10  samples  were  token  ften  the  s-i^^ply  mains  9 
were  entirely  satisfactory^,  with  one  sample  indicating  slight 
bacwCiial.  pollution,  lif  samples  vrere  taken  from  various  points 
"the  j.  eeder  atreams , springs  and  from  the  reservoir  prior 
to  treatment  by  chlorination.  5 samples  were  entirely  satisfactory 
and  9 showed  evidence  of  bacterial  pollution. 

To  maintain  a satisfactory  water  supply,  continioovis 
chlorination  is  carried  out  to  all  wa.ter  prior  to  it  being 
passed  into  supply.  The  plant  is  automatic  in  operation  and  the 
chlorine  dosage  is  recorded. 

The  use  of  tinned  lead  pipe  is  required  as  a precaution 
^gainst  plumbo  solvent  action  on  lead.  Wo  samples  have  been 
submitted  for  diemical  analysis,  to  ascertain  whether  the 
water  is  having  any  action  on  the  lead  of  service  pipes. 

As  a further  precaution  against  pollution  all  ball  fire 
hydrants  have  now  been  replaced  with  valve  type  hydrants, 

JU  new  houses  have  been  connected  ip  to  the  public  main 
and  the  total  number  of  houses  wiiich  are  now  supplied  with  a* 
piped  v;ater  supply  from  public  mains  is  as  follows 

a)  Direct  to  Houses  1,050  3,150 

b)  Stand  pipes  Nil  Nil 


persons. 


Bulk  quantities  of  water  are  supplied  to  the  A.dlington 
U.D.  and  Wigan  R.D„C.  by  agreement. 

Sewerage 

The  method  of  treatment  of  all  effluents  frora  the  sewers  is 
by  broad  irrigation.  An  adequate  area  of  land  is  available  at 
both  main  outlets,  namely  Scot  Lane  and  Nightingale  Farm. 
Improvements  to  the  methods  of  distribution  are  required  at 
both  outfalls. 

Food 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  at  Shops  & Food  Preparing 
Freraiscs  and  Occupants  are  advised  of  the  requirements  of  the 
Model  Byelo-ws, 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  being  used  in  the  District 
at  the  present  time.  All  carcass  meat  is  conveyed  into  the 
District  by  covered  motor  vans  from  Abattoirs  whicii  are  sited 
outside  the  District. 

There  arc  no  ice-cream  manufacturing  premises  in  the 
District.  10  shops  arc  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  and 
in  all  ca.ses  only  wrapped  pre-pa.cked  ice-cream  is  sold, 

53  samples  of  millc  were  taken  from  Producers  and  Producer/ 
Retailers  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories 
for  analysis  and  examinant  ion  for  Tuberculosis  bacilli.  All 
saLiplcs  were  satisfactory.  One  sample  taken  in  the  Horwich  U.D, 
area  by  the  Korwich  U.D,  Sanitary  Inspector  from  a Producer 
in  Blackrod  was  found  to  have  Tubercle  bacilli  present.  This 
supply  was  diverted  for  heat  treatment  prior  to  being  sold 
for  home  consumption  in  accordance  with  the  Milk  & Dairies 
Regulations,  19A-9. 

Scavenging  of  Streets. 

The  County  Council  are  the  liighvay  authority  for  Class 
I & II  Roads,  and  they  scavenge  and  maintain  these  roads. 


The  District  Council  iiiaintain  Class  III  and  District  Roads, 
and  arc  responsible  I'cr  scavenging  ^d  maintenance,  ■which  is 
carried  out  at  rcgultir  intervals. 

Sanitary  Inspections  during  the  year 


No,  of  Ercsiiiscs  visited  265, 
Doiocts  or  iVuisances  discevored  59 
Notices  served  - Informa.1  59 

Statutor^r  33 
Legal  Proceedings  4 


In  the  cases  "^'/here  legal  proceedings  had  to  he  taken 
those  "vverc  cases  of  nuisances  under  Section  93  of  the  Puhlic 
Health  Act,  193b.  The  Council  were  successful  in  each  case. 

Shops  & Offices 

85  inspections  v/cre  made  to  shops  in  connection  'vd.th 
the  prevision  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950® 

A Dispections  v^rere  made  to  Offices  in  connection  with 
the  provision  of  the  Puhlic  Health  Act,  1936, 

Offensive  Trades 

There  are  no  trades  scheduled  as  offensive  Trades  in 
operation  in  the  District, 

Public  Cleansing 

The  collection  of  ref  lose  is  carred  out  hy  direct 
labour,  one  motor  vehicle  being  used  for  this  purpose, 

A weekly  collection  has  been  maintained  -throughout  the  year, 
and  the  refuse  is  deposited  on  low  lying  agricultural  land, 
and  levelled  off,  bringing  more  land  into  agricultural  use. 

Cesspools  and  sewerage  tanks  are  emi^tied  -with  a 
mechanical  pump,  and  the  sludge  canted  away  with  a horse-drawn 
tanlc. 


Schools 


Tliere  are  3 Jmxioi'  aiid  1 Secondary  Modem  Schools  in 
the  District,  The  sanitary  accoimnodation  provided  is 
satisfator^^  at  all  the  sciiools.  The  school  yard  surface 
at  the  Scot  Lane  ajid  National  Schools  are  uneven  and 
unsatisfactory^.  Washing  facilities  at  the  National  School 
are  ii;.acrquate  and  unsatisfactory,  and  the  kitchen 
arrangenents  for  the  serving  and  handling  of  meals  are  also 
unsat  i E factor}’, 

BsJco  HcLises 

The?'e  are  tv/o  Balcehouses  in  the  District.  Both  are 
inspecbed  reg-olarly,  and  the  conditions  found  are  satisfactory. 

Factorj . os  & Workshops 

Nutber  in  the  District  - 8, 


Rajron  Processing 
Wea^dng  Shed 
Joiner 

dogger  1 Boot  Repairer 


1 

1 

1 

1 


Rodent  Control 

Seuers  are  treated  at  6 monthly  intemrals,  and 
inspection  of  the  district  made  from  time  to  time. 

Public  Conveniences  in  the  District 

There  ;ire  kvvo  Public  Conveniences  in  the  District, 
one  at  tlie  junction  of  Station  Road  vd.th  Jiianchester  Road, 
and  one  near  the  Blackliorse  Hotel, 

Closet  Accommodation  at  the  end  of  1953 


Privy  Middens 


14 


Closets  attached  to  Middens  20 
No,  of  dry  ashpits  Nil 

No,  of  Fresh  Yfater  Closets  1,046 


Nil 


pf  Wa^to  ?^atGr  Closets  - Nil 
No.  of  Eofoso  Lij.s  - l,c48. 

5 ri'ivy  Liiddens  liavc  been  converted  to  water  closets  during 
the  year. 


Ho-usDn,!! 


The  local  Authority  have  completed  and  tenanted  14 
houses  d-oring  the  year,  and  a further  20  hoioses  are  almost  ready 
for  tenancy.  Tenders  have  been  accepted  for  a further  56 
dvrellings,  and  the  construction  work  has  now  commenced.  Licences 
have  been  issued  for  4 private  houses  and  1 Bungalow  v^hich 
are  new  uader  construction, 

Demolition  Orders  have  been  made  in  respect  of  8 Unfit 
cottages  and  9 cottages  previously  condemned  have  been  demolished. 

CMef  Sanitary  Reqinrements  of  the  District 

The  present  housing  programme  for  1954  will  provide 
sufficient  houses  to  reduce  to  a small  figure,  the  housing 
waiting  list  of  the  local,  authority,  and  will  give  an 
opportunity  for  greater  action  by  demolition  procedure  of 
seme  of  ^ the  unfit  houses  which  are  still  tenanted.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  tloat  the  legislation  before  the  Government  at  the 
present  time,  will  provide  the  incentive  for  Landlords 
to  improve  the  standard  of  many  of  their  houses  by 
structural  improvements  and  added  amenities.  Unless  many  of 
these  houses  have  structural  improvements  carried  out  fctirly 
qmckly,  they  vdll  have  deteriorated  to  such  a state  as  to  be 
ripe  for  demolition,  ’ 

Qevra.ge  disposal  arrangements  particularly 
to  the  distribution  arrangements  and  storm  \mter  overflov/s 
are  required,  both  at  Nightingale  Farm  and  Scot  Lane. 


The  few  remaining  privy  middens  require  to  be 
converted  to  water  closets. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  Council’s  Officer 
for  their  kind  and  valued  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

L.  U1^¥/0RTH. 

Rodical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dalton  House, 

Westhoughton. 


21st  June,  1954. 


